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O'Hagan, Smith
Law

150 Norrh Michigan Avenue • Suite 3300
Chicago, IL 60601

Ph, rn.S94.3200.i-x. 312.894.3210

Molly A. Caprez
Direct Line (312) 894-3307
E-mail: Mcaprezfnfosa1aw.com

EPA Region 5 Records Ctr.

265494

December 21,2004

Via Facsimile O121 886-1515
FOIA Officer
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Rejjion 5
77 West Jackson Street
Chicago, Illinois 60604

Re: People of the State of Illinois, ex rel. Lisa Madiean. Attorney General of
the State of niinois v. Precision Extrusion. Inc.. et al. and LeClercq v.
LockFormer. et al.
Case Nos.: 2003CH000979 and 00 C 7164
Our File No.: 2004525-ELS/MAC

Dear Sir/Madam:

Pursuant to FOIA, I write this letter to request a file review of the following
documents: information regarding the name (identity) of the "former employee of
PSiicipainManufacturing Company" that was interviewed in early December 2002. The
witness statement is referenced in the enclosed December 16, 2002 status report with the
subject line Downers Grove Contaminated Groundwater initiative. I request a copy of
the first lease of Principal Manufacturing Corporation at Janes Avenue, the asset-
purchase agreement, and any statements by Paul Bennett as referenced in the December
16,2002 Report. (The attached statement indicates that the asset purchase agreement and
lease would be provided to the USEPA.)

I also request any statements made by William F. Helwig, Jr. and any documents,
statements, summaries, reports and information from and by Joseph_A. Malek related to
his investigation of 5400-5410 Janes Street, in or around December, 2002]
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FOIA Officer
December 21,2004

:2

I would appreciate it if you would forward this request to the appropriate
individual such that we can coordinate a time for a file review of the information in the
file: for the Ellsworth Industrial Park in Illinois. In the past, I know that such a review
was coordinated'witn Jbred (jage.

Please contact me if you have any questions or further concerns. I appreciate
your anticipated cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

MollyATCaprez

MAC/kak
Enclosure
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DATE 3 Beeaaiber 16, 2002

DownarB Gorova Contaainated »oum4watet

F5JOM: Josaph A. Jfelek SB-5J
Phono 3M-35S-2007

TO; Carol Bcpskl, BB9S
steva yaxyan, Osc
Tom Kruagsr, OKC
Tom Ccauea,

CC: Bill Me jer.

ka«fl-you dirrrent on the efcatus of t=he currant, investigation •
at pecking souxc«s e£ groundwalser contaraiaacioa la tfea are*

o£ die BllBwareb subdivision, yi?u ahmild know the fallowing:
• ' . , , - • ' • 'A fawner -oosjioyw of •?riacipal Mana£aqi«ttziRg 6omp«fl7 »>-6

loftated end ixitervloveia Iftat-veek- Be told ns tfaat during- 1975 a
Edward -Leonard, sola ownw- of a Pr-ineipal Manuflaot-uiclixg - . '

whioh. eacupied > portion of fth* building locat«4 at B401
.Tones, diad bait;? mirvived by hie widow wHose name ha could pot
:reeall. The widow ealiated the halp o£ one of her cslatiir«3
(maybe a aephaw) wha lived $Booewhera down in southern 'TJ, 8 . ,

«iayb« Miettiwiisrpi, ttttd wbo was ft Itifiober salesman to halp hor run
'the place .^ This «nqploy«« caid,

triad ,to manage O\KF place all tiwi -way from down there
and only cam -op mayba one or twioa a mozttlt, cnip plaoo
really was, flOing to 'iitU after Ed's ''death and w« had to
begin out .'costs. It vas during that tine that I «av nv eo
worJcers duntp out S5 gallon drunui of vastQ oil* and
liUsriaantB right out bba north exit door near ooa e£ our
service doors. 1 would have to say that this dunping
hav» aeeixrrad crrav at least two years, roaybe longer .

took deaivery £xoa a
k wa* than, located som

any called Maggie
re on tha aoat coast
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of j . 3 drums each, month. o£ TC3. We also got fla-pAaiit from
a aotnpany called BanJwteater or something Ilka that and
hydxauLio and maeftH ne oils 'team other aeiqpanies which wave
gto^ed inside the loading dock area. On tha far southwest
aide oS our plant - wa probably only then oooupied OBA-
fourth of the entire building - we had a degreaaing pic
which, stood maybe "tout 3»3 fleet. above the floor, Zmployeas
would bring their work to the dagreafiat and insert ttair
work into it to cleaa it oft.
«.L think it was far maybe 4 or 5 years chat Hd'e wifift ran
the place before it waa said to the current; owner of
Principal Hanuiactnxisfir CenqpBftyr a Kc. Bazmett. Bennett
operated Principal at the sane locating until about the late
1990'3 when ha moved the oparatica to Broadriew, llliaais,
Ed> hie vidow and Mr. Bennett were leaaing the space from a
guy namadr Killiam Belwig who used to cone personally to
pick up his rent -*—-*•- *

$A.£tar Ed1 a death la ordtinr to tmm money, I guess, I flaw fc\*o
managars ordaz Mascioaa staff at Principja to drain the
degreasar pit into BS gallon, drams , .rail tha full drums to
the door and guflt drop tba liquid out unto tha-gvound. I
protested more than once te them put X guess they juet kept
doing it. tt 100 not loo? aftar this duwpiag that I
.happaoad bo comment while eating lunch at an area whar* . •

V. -'/employaaft could eait p'titaida that tha gveund area.undar. that;
.dear appeared to bo 'dmroid of gra0.a. Thia barrau area..w3B
about" 6 feet wide, IB f»«t long and alopsd northorly, e<Jv*rd: : > i" a. snail swala but Z'do riot know wbaare tha aur£o.ea water

' drained from there. " I alee suspect that they also duptpad '
thle stuff down Into tha eaver after they got tired of my
aonplainte. Everyone knev that thft staff that thay were
dutaping was Jcillins it.
Sod of interview.

onaa the interview tne eonaluded, this employee end Z drove
to tha building that. Principal occupied in the Ellsworth
subdivision., tha facility is now aeouoiad by Tricoa which has
ita principal offices arouixd the corner on V,iaeonfiia Avenue,

tha enployee pointed out the door and ground area where the
tooX place. Later that day, with Steve's concurrenae, X

enlisted the help of Keith lieeniale to atake and mark the area la
anticipation of acme •enpli&g1 taking place there. Before
i: talked with bath William ?*lwi0 and a Trioou r^r»
jibout a ita aeeesa buc no defi&i-ee enwagBjaKncB veze node for
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I bad ^n oaoasloa to vttit with. Xr. Bfigaett a.t his
office. Bo baa tentqtiively agreed to furnish'me with

h;L0 firat leaad at tbe Jftnes Avenum facility and wicfc ^ny as»et
purchase Rffraamaat^ Soma D£ hia .cmretitt employae^ ftzd ?arry-

from Ed .Leonard's operations.

^r
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